
Dane County Food Coalition Meeting Notes  

February 16, 2012 

Present: Carrie Edgar, Marolyn Bahr, Hugh Wing, Martin Bailkey, Garrett Peterson, Joe Friesen, Lindsey Day 

Farnsworth, Nora  Hertl, Adrianna Fie, Meredith Evans, Ellen Barnard, Stephanie Jung, Kelli Stalder, Matt 

Covert, Chris Brockel, Courtney Berner, Kelly Maynard, Kiera  Mulvey,  Miriam Grunes, Callie Pederson, Jill 

Jacklitz, Joe Mingle, Erin Schneider, Jessica Zirn, Phyllis Hasbrouck, Lee Davenport, Kate Heiber-Cobb, Samuel 

Pratsch, Jay Salinas, Rachel Martin, Sandy Welander and Kathy Utley. 

Carrie provided a welcome and thanked the Goodman Community Center for hosting us.  Introductions were 

made. An overview of the purpose of the coalition and a brief review of the agenda was done.   

Vision & Mission - Discussion was held at last meeting that the coalition needs a shared vision but there was 

some consensus that this group did not want to spend too much time on process. Carrie shared a word cloud 

that she made from the mission statements of participating organizations. Ellen commented that the apple 

represents the core values of all our organizations. Are we apple worthy? Joe M suggested we think of ways to 

draw people into the coalition in a creative way and he felt the “apple was a way to do this.” Miriam stated 

that the mission apple represents what we do. It was agreed that we will use the apple to represent who we 

are at this point. 

Jill asked if we were working on a shared vision for the coalition or for the food system?  There is a need for 

both.  We will need to do further work to develop the shared vision for the food system. 

Martin shared that the Food Council sees the coalition as a resource to help inform and advocate for policy but 

that the Council’s primary role is policy. Martin shared it is a 9 person council made up of 3 county board 

supervisors and 6 citizen members who represent the food system.  The group is working on a resolution on 

food as a human right, making Dane County park land available for small scale farmers, and a food summit. 

The coalition can help inform the Food Council and advocate for policy development. 

Communications – Carrie thanked Garrett for setting up the Google docs site and Callie for the Word Press 

site.  There was discussion nf how this group will maintain communications. Garrett reminded everyone that 

the Google doc site is a central place where everyone can access the mailing list and other documents. Carrie 

offered to set up a listserv. Joe Mingle suggested we develop a shared calendar. Garrett shared that he is 

interested in developing a resource guide of the organizations and how people can connect to them.  

Structure – Discussion was held about how future meetings should be organized and structure for the 

coalition. A comment was made that the coalition should be a place for organizations to share ideas and 

should be fun. Ground Rules were suggested.  Ideas to think about for ground rules are: How to share and 

collaborate on funding opportunities and not just compete for resources, Our advocacy role, Openness about 

what organizations are doing, and How we will make decisions. It was suggested that we include grant 

opportunities every time we meet and discuss who and how we might collaborate.  There was discussion 

about charging a fee to join the Food Coalition.  People can choose whether they are connected or not to the 

coalition.  We need to think about how the coalition represents individuals and organizations from a lobbying 

perspective. What does being a member actually entail?  

Next meeting – Samuel will develop a survey to help identify expectations for members and what kind of 

process people prefer.  Garrett, Carrie, Martin and Samuel will work on agenda and process for next meeting. 

The next meeting will be held in a month and will be a two hour meeting at the Goodman Community Center. 

Carrie will send out a save the date once we have a room reserved. 

Announcements – Kiera shared info on MACSACs open house, 20’s anniversary and the Year of the CSA. Kate 

share info about a tree grafting workshop offered by Madison Fruits & Nuts and the Madison Area 

Permaculture Guild.  Ellen shared that FEED is having a tamale and egg roll fund raiser. 
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