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Madison Metropolitan School District 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
Present: Lexa Dundore; Dane Co UWEX, Claire Strader; Dane co UWEX, Lisa Charron; Dane 
Co UWEX, Kathy Andrusz; PHMDC, Srideri Mohan; PHMDC, Adam Hein Carrie Edgar; Dane 
Co UWEX, Natasha Smith; REAP, Miriam Grunes; REAP, Anna Strand; REAP, Desiré Smith; 
Dane Co UWEX.  

Notes:  

Natasha gave a brief overview of REAP’s  plans to evolve REAP’s focus to encompass a more 
boarder scope of the food system. Resources like REAP’s Farm-to-School Farm Fresh Atlas, for 
instance serves the purpose of increasing people’s awareness about where they can access 
food, locally. REAP has focused on awareness of why eating local is important, now more of the 
“how” needs to be emphasized.  

With this in mind, REAP is an authorized chapter of the national “Buy Fresh, Buy Local” 
FoodRoutes Network that is dedicated to strengthen community-based food systems. REAP 
has been able to connect with and promote local ‘Buy Fresh, Buy Local” restaurants in Madison 
which also coincide with their Chef in the Classroom program  which connects with local chefs.  

Also talked about policy regulations that has created barriers for getting local food into schools, 
but said that one advantage of giving students raw fruits and vegetables through their Snack 
program is that they are able to avoid having to work around regulations. Additionally, USDA 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant Program pays for the local produce for the Snack Program.  
However, they are currently trying to figure out how to get large amounts of locally grown pre-
cut carrots for distribution to students. The carrots that are currently distributed to students are 
pre-cut and packaged, but aren’t local. REAP also has a Garden Bar school lunch program. 
One challenge to getting the garden bars into schools is infrastructure (sinks, cooler space, etc).  

The director of MMSD school meals program, Steve Youngbuyer, welcomed us, split us into two 
groups led by Dustin Lundt (Financial Support Staff-Food Services) and Iris Rirado-Noonan 
(Food services coordinator) who then gave us a tour of MMSD Food Service facilities.  

Thanks to all who attended! 

 

Announcements and Sharing: 

None 

 
Submitted by: Desiré Smith 

 
 

 


