
Dane County Food Coalition  
Aug 28, 2014   
8:30 – 10:30 am 
Community GroundWorks/Troy Farm 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
Present: Lexa Dundore, Dane Co UW Extension; Shelly Strom, Community GroundWorks; 
Garrett Peterson, Community GroundWorks; Nathan Larson, Community GroundWorks, Amy 
Mach, Goodman Community Center; Anna Varrian; Lisa Charron; Margo Faulk; Kathy Dittrich, 
the River Food Pantry; Pat Gallagher, the River Food Pantry; Alexa Nutile, Cooperative 
Extension; Madelene Casselbrandt, REACT; Jess Guffey; Chris Brockel, FairShare CSA 
Coalition; Carrie Edgar, Dane Co UW Extension; Kelli Stader, DHS; Nan Fey, City Gardens 
Committee/ Madison Food Policy Council; (end of meeting, Lucas Berna; Paradigm Gardens). 

Nathan Larson welcomed everyone and introductions were made. 
Group toured and learned about history, programming, and collaborations happening around 
programming at Community GroundWorks and on the land at Troy. Toured the community 
garden, wooded areas, prairie, fruit orchards, farm, and kids garden. 
Group enjoyed delicious refreshments provided by Garrett and Shelly. Thank you! 
Announcements and Sharing: 

● Lexa announced 2014 Food Summit, day-long conference to be held on October 
24. Save-the-date and registration details coming soon at 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/danefoodsystem/food-summit-2014/ 

● Chris shared that Bike the Barns on Sept 14 is still open for riders. Can register 
at http://www.csacoalition.org/news/register-now-8th-annual-bike-the-barns/ 

● Chris reminded group of the start of the MadMarket Double Dollars Program, 
incentive matches for EBT/FoodShare benefits at Brittingham Park, Eastside, 
and Northside Farmers’ Markets. Program a partnership between City of 
Madison and CAC. Info available at 
http://www.cityofmadison.com/mayor/doubledollars/ 

● Nan reported City Food Council approved creation of a task force to talk about 
pollinator protection. Resolution has been passed, but task force members not 
yet selected. Interested parties can contact Nan at nanfey2@gmail.com or Mark 
Woulf at MWoulf@cityofmadison.com. 

● Kelli invited participation in a webinar on EBT incentives at farmers’ markets on 
Sept. 23, will post additional info on Coalition listserv. Also shared update that 
she and Amber Canto at Cooperative Extension have developed pilot survey 
materials to study EBT at farmers’ markets, testing surveys this fall (Lexa helping 
to pilot locally) and hoping to launch survey statewide in 2015.  

● Kelli, Chris, Lexa: for farm stands and farmers’ markets interested in offering 
EBT, funds available through the state to receive free wireless POS terminals, 
DHS contact is Rachel Witthoff. Also MarketLink, new mobile EBT processing 
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technology that some farmers’ markets and farm stands are eligible to receive for 
free, http://marketlink.org/. More info about these will also be posted to listserv.  

● Chris again, USDA will host conference on food policy in Chicago on Sept 23.  
● Amy shared Goodman Center is gearing up for their Thanksgiving Basket food 

drive. Looking for volunteers, people to host food drives, donations, etc. 
Partnering with FEED Kitchens to bake 2500 pumpkin pies to distribute! Can 
learn more, contact Amy or Jon at http://www.goodmancenter.org/events/event-
thanksgiving-baskets 

● Carrie announced workshop series this fall for food and farm entrepreneurs. Will 
post to listserv, more info available soon at dane.uwex.edu 

● Pat announced the River Food Pantry will host their Harvest Dinner fundraiser on 
Oct 8: http://www.riverfoodpantry.org/harvest-dinner-for-hunger-2012-3.html 

● Shelly, Community GroundWorks hosts Good Food Garden Party fundraiser on 
Sept 13, http://www.communitygroundworks.org/get-
involved/calendar/2014/09/13/good-food-garden-party. Also, Troy Community 
Gardens hosts Garden Day on Sept. 20, will have food, kids activities, Master 
Gardener demos: http://www.communitygroundworks.org/get-
involved/calendar/2014/09/20/garden-day-troy-gardens. On Sept 27, honoring 
National Public Lands Day, Troy Gardens will host workday and speaker, 
http://www.communitygroundworks.org/get-
involved/calendar/2014/09/27/national-public-lands-day-troy-gardens 

● Carrie, REAP hosting Food for Thought festival on Sept. 20 off of Capitol Square, 
http://www.reapfoodgroup.org/events/food-for-thought. 

● Garrett, reminder Troy Farm Stand open to the public in addition to CSA pickup, 
every Thursday 4-6:30pm until about 3rd week of Oct.  

Lexa thanked attendees, encouraged people to stick around to talk one-on-one and 
make connections. 
Submitted by Lexa Dundore 
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